
174

29 CFR Ch. XVII (7–1–99 Edition) § 1960.35

and equipment which are approved for
use by agencies when needed. Examples
of such services are: Workplace inspec-
tions, training, industrial hygiene sur-
veys, asbestos bulk sampling, and mo-
bile health testing; examples of such
equipment are: personal protective
equipment and apparel, safety devices,
and environmental monitoring equip-
ment;

(2) Rules for assistance in the prepa-
ration of agency ‘‘Occupant Emergency
Plans’’ (formerly called ‘‘Facility Self-
Protection Plans’’), to be published by
GSA at 41 CFR part 101;

(3) An effective maintenance program
in the Interagency Motorpool System
which will ensure the safety and health
of Federal employees utilizing the ve-
hicles. Critical items to be included
are: Exhaust systems, brakes, tires,
lights, steering, and passenger re-
straint or other crash protection sys-
tems; and

(4) A rapid response system whereby
agencies can alert GSA to unsafe or
unhealthful items purchased or con-
tracted for by GSA, which in turn will
evaluate the reports, initiate correc-
tive action, as appropriate, and advise
use agencies of interim protective
measures.

§ 1960.35 National Institute for Occu-
pational Safety and Health.

(a) The Director of the National In-
stitute for Occupational Safety and
Health (NIOSH) shall, upon request by
the Secretary, assist in:

(1) Evaluations of Federal agency
safety and health programs;

(2) Investigations of possible safety
and health hazards and

(3) Inspections resulting from em-
ployee or committee reports of unsafe
or unhealthful working conditions.

(b) The Director of NIOSH shall pro-
vide a Hazard Evaluation (HE) program
for Federal agencies. This program
shall be designed to respond to requests
for assistance in determining whether
or not safety or health hazards are
present in a Federal workplace. Re-
quests for such Hazard Evaluations
may be submitted to the Director by:

(1) The Secretary of Labor;
(2) The Head of a Federal agency;

(3) An agency safety and health com-
mittee if half the committee requests
such service; and

(4) Employees who are not covered by
a certified safety and health com-
mittee.

(c) The Director of NIOSH may assist
agencies by providing hazard alerts,
technical services, training materials
and conducting training programs upon
request by an agency and with reim-
bursement.

Subpart F—Occupational Safety
and Health Committees

§ 1960.36 General provisions.
(a) The occupational safety and

health committees described in this
subpart are organized and maintained
basically to monitor and assist an
agency’s safety and health program.
These committees assist agencies to
maintain an open channel of commu-
nication between employees and man-
agement concerning safety and health
matters in agency workplaces. The
committees provide a method by which
employees can utilize their knowledge
of workplace operations to assist agen-
cy management to improve policies,
conditions, and practices.

(b) Agencies may elect to establish
safety and health committees meeting
the minimum requirements contained
in this subpart. Where such commit-
tees are not established or fail to meet
the minimum requirements established
by the Secretary, the Secretary is au-
thorized by section 1–401(i) of Execu-
tive Order 12196 to conduct unan-
nounced inspections of agency work-
places when the Secretary determines
them necessary.

§ 1960.37 Committee organization.
(a) For agencies which elect to uti-

lize the committee concept, safety and
health committees shall be formed at
both the national level and, for agen-
cies with field or regional offices, at
appropriate levels within the agency.
To realize exemption from unan-
nounced OSHA inspections, an agency
must form a committee at the national
level and at any establishment or
grouping of establishments that is to
be exempt, keeping the Secretary ad-
vised of the locations and activities
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